
Subject Selection Advice
ADVICE FOR YEAR 10 STUDENTS









Time to choose your HSC subjects? 
Don't stress.

In Year 10 you will select the 

courses that you will study for the 

next two years. 

This is an exciting time with many 

choices available. The following 

guidelines will help you make the 

best possible decisions.





1. Identify your 
end goal

Set aside some time to imagine what 

you would like to do after you finish 

school, whether you plan to work or 

study. 

To study at university, you must select 

ATAR courses in Years 11 and 12.

Even if you’re not sure whether tertiary 

study is for you, selecting ATAR courses 

will allow you the flexibility to change 

your mind down the track.



2. Consider your 
abilities and interests 

Choosing courses you enjoy and perform well in 

will give you the best chance of achieving a 

better HSC/ high ATAR and gaining access to 

university. 

Avoid choosing a course simply because it scales 

well. If you don’t get good marks, scaling won’t 

make much difference.



2. Consider 
your abilities 
and interests

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO? 

Think about the type of person you are and 

your interests. Do you like: 

− doing things outside or inside? 

− helping others? 

− working with technology? 

− organising things? 

− talking to people? 

− finding out how things work? 

− being original and creative? 

− working on your own? 

− working with others?



2. Consider 
your abilities 
and interests

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD AT? 

➔ Think about your academic skills and interests. 

➔ What subjects are you good at? 

➔ What do you enjoy studying? Often these are the same because you 

do well at subjects you enjoy and are interested in. 

➔ Investigate the types of jobs that use these subjects as key parts of 

what they do. 
◆ For example, being good at geography could lead you to a job as a town 

planner, tour guide, cartographer or civil engineer. 

◆ Being good at languages could lead you to a job as a customs officer, foreign 

affairs and trade officer, language teacher or translator, or you could work in 

an importing and exporting business. 

Also consider what you’re good at outside school. What extracurricular 

activities do you do? If you’re good with pets, find out about jobs 

involving animals.





Firstly, as a senior student next year, you must know the difference 

between the following organisations







You must select English as a subject in Year 11 and cannot drop this 
subject, your English classroom teacher will advise you which level of 
English you should study. 

● Term 3 you will receive a booklet displaying all the subjects.



NOT INCLUDED IN ATAR







What is the ATAR?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NNx5NVFPQk






https://www.uac.edu.au/assets/documents/year-

10/top-tips-for-choosing-hsc-courses.pdf

https://www.uac.edu.au/assets/documents/year-10/top-tips-for-choosing-hsc-courses.pdf


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKYO_sgyNIw




3. Explore career opportunities

It is important to select 

subjects that may align with a 

degree you hope to study at 

uni or to get the job you 

want. 

● Google various 

universities and courses 

they offer for particular 

careers

● Access JobJump and KHS 

Careers website 



TVET courses (delivered by TAFE)

Some courses are not offered here at KHS. 

❖ TAFE provides courses for students that are interested in a certain field of study and would 

like to to study this in their senior year. These courses are called TVET courses. 

❖ With TVET, you can get a head start on your career by completing a TAFE NSW course, 

while still at school

❖ This is delivered at TAFE campuses around Sydney in an ADULT LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. 

❖ These courses are geared towards students that are highly motivated, organised and 

represent the school and themselves in a mature manner. 

❖ You will be required to leave school midday ONE day a week to attend TAFE. 

❖ Most courses finish at 5pm. If you cannot commit to this DO NOT apply. 

❖ So why choose TAFE? More information on the next slide. 











Here is an example of a course TAFE offers.

You will be able to access the online course 

booklet on your google classroom.



Resources to use at home

Check your school emails, you have been sent an email 

with links to JobJump and KHS Careers website.

https://kogarahhscareers.com/

www.jobjump.com.au

•Our school password is eagles

https://kogarahhscareers.com/
http://www.jobjump.com.au/


3. Explore career 
opportunities

Speak to family, friends and teachers

❖ establish a conversation with classroom 

teachers- ask which senior subjects they 

teach 

Consider doing work experience in your area 

of interest so you can better assess whether a 

certain career path is a good match for you. 

(This maybe tricky due to the current 

restrictions in place.)



3. Explore career 
opportunities

If you’re not sure about 

the career path you 

want to follow, choose 

subjects that will keep 

several options open for 

you.



Still stuck??



Who Inspires 
YOU?

When thinking about your 

future, a good place to start is 

by looking around at who and 

what inspires you. 

This could be a person, such as a 

family member or friend, or 

someone prominent in public 

life. Or it could be something 

you’ve seen or heard: − a book, 

television show, movie or 

documentary − a podcast or 

something you’ve seen online. 

Think about why these people 

or things inspire you. Is it what 

they do, the way they relate to 

others, their community spirit, 

the story they tell or the 

message they give? The things 

that inspire you can shape your 

future goals and dreams.



Activity 
You will now be supplied with your 
“Steps to Uni for year 10 Students”. 
In your own time, read through the 
ENTIRE booklet. 

In class we will be going through some 
pages together. 

(refer to the following slides, please go through as a class) 



Page 7
Explains the 
requirements for 
NSW HSC  

Pay attention to Category A 
subjects (qualify you for an ATAR)
Category B (more than ONE) 
subjects DO NOT qualify you for an 
ATAR



Page 22
Who inspires you?
What do you like to 
do?

Activity:
Then complete 
worksheet 1 on 
page 22 and 23





GOODLUCK 
Selecting your senior 

subjects!


